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B Jayce Thomas, MCS
The COVID-19 pandemic
has affected the educa-
tional system worldwide
leading to the closure of
schools. Hundreds of
teachers  across  the
country have been abrupt-
ly pushed into the uncharted ‘online class’ since
India went into lockdown in mid March in the
midst of COVID-19. For many teachers, online
classes amidst lockdown has been an awful
experience.

At 9:30 am ready with paper stars and smiley
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face cutouts, hosting 2 dozen four year olds in a
virtual classroom is really awful. Much of the hour
long class involves parents dragging the toddlers
back to the screen.

Hours after class are spent on call with colleagues,
brainstorming ideas and plans for the next class.
And then a couple of hours go into gathering and
preparing the items and props.

From coping with basics like internet connectivity
and Kerala’s notoriously undependable power
supply to the more structural issues such as
curriculum and teaching methods, teachers have
come under tremendous stress.
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Even though these four year olds don’t under-
stand half of the activities even in a real
classroom, we can’'t afford to take online
classes lightly.

“It is the future of our kids.”

The COVID-19 lockdown will surely end some-
day. However, this stress and scars will leave us
with a remarkable memory reminding us of our
battle against the pandemic for a long period of
time to come.
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2. The time when a man and woman get married (7)
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on an envelope (7)



